SOCIO-HISTORICAL EXAMINATION 


OF RELIGION AND MINISTRY: 
A JOURNAL OF THE GLOBAL CENTER 
FOR RELIGIOUS RESEARCH 


VOL. 4, No. 2 
WINTER 2022 
SPECIAL ISSUE 
Copyright © 2022 


www.shermjournal.org 


ISSN 2637-7519 (print) 
ISSN 2637-7500 (online) 
ISBN 978-1-959281-15-3 (print) 


General Editor: 
Darren M. Slade, PhD 


Editorial Advisory Board: 


Abimbola A. Adelakun, PhD 


Abbas Aghdassi, PhD 


ISBN 978-1-959281-16-0 (eBook) Gbenga Emmanuel Afolayan, MA 


GCRR Press 

1312 17th Street Suite 549 
Denver, CO 80202 

www. gcir.org 


Printed copies of this issue are 
available for purchase on the GCRR 
website at: www.gcrr.org/products 


Socio-Historical Examination of Religion and 
Ministry (SHERM Journal) is a biannual (not-for- 
profit) peer-reviewed academic journal that publishes 
the latest social-scientific, historiographic, and 
ecclesiastic research on religious institutions and their 
ministerial practices. SHERM is dedicated to the 
critical and scholarly inquiry of historical and 
contemporary religious phenomena, both from within 
particular religious traditions and across cultural 
boundaries, so as to inform the broader socio-historical 
analysis of religion and its related fields of study. 


Peter Antoci, PhD 


Robert Gregory Cavin, PhD 


Mike Clawson, PhD 

Sandra Cohen, MaHL 
Carlos Colombetti, PhD 
Jack David Eller, PhD 
Evan Fales, PhD 

Anthony Gill, PhD 

Ken Howard, MDiv, MEd 
Mark A. Moore, PhD 
Josfin Raj $.B, MDiv, ThM 
Elisa Robyn, PhD 


Typesetter/Copyeditor: 
Kimberly Dell 
Christian Farren 


The purpose of SHERM Journal is to provide a scholarly medium for the social-scientific 
study of religion where specialists can publish advanced studies on religious trends, 
theologies, rituals, philosophies, socio-political influences, or experimental and applied 
ministry research in the hopes of generating enthusiasm for the vocational and academic 
study of religion while fostering collegiality among religion specialists. Its mission is to 
provide academics, professionals, and nonspecialists with critical reflections and evidence- 
based insights into the socio-historical study of religion and, where appropriate, its 


implications for ministry and expressions of religiosity. 


Editorial Advisory Board 

SHERM journal is a division of the non-profit organization, the FaithX Project, and therefore 
receives endowments from FaithX to maintain a significant presence within academia and the 
broader faith community. Nonetheless, the journal is overseen by an independent, religiously 
unaffiliated Editorial Advisory Board to ensure the content of the published articles meet stringent 
standards of critical scholarship uninfluenced by theological or ideological allegiances. 


Copyright Privileges 

When publishing an article through SHERM, authors are able to retain copyright privileges over 
their research. As part of the rights agreement, however, all authors wishing to publish their 
research through SHERM must transfer exclusive licensing rights over to SHERM, thereby 
granting SHERM the right to claim the article as part of its publishing proprietary corpus. Authors 
retain copyright credit for the article while SHERM becomes the sole publisher of the material. 
Because SHERM is a non-restrictive licensing publication, authors (as copyright owners of their 
research) are allowed to share and repost their article on any platform of their choosing. 


As partners with SHERM, upon acceptance and publication of an article, authors are 
automatically granted the right to share, disseminate, use, and repost their article in any way they 
deem necessary to expand the visibility of their publication. Likewise, authors retain all 
intellectual property rights, including the specific research content and data employed throughout 
the article, as well as the right to retain attribution rights as the article’s original creator and writer. 


Licensing Transfer 

As the sole licensee of all the articles, SHERM retains the exclusive right to publish, distribute, 
or transfer the license of an article to other third parties for private and commercial purposes. 
SHERM reserves the right to create and authorize the commercial use of all published articles. 


In order to make the articles available to as many audiences and researchers as possible, SHERM 
reserves the right to post (and repost even after initial publication of) all articles in any form or 
media as allowable by the newest technological developments. Currently, this means SHERM 
will post all articles to numerous open access websites and social media platforms. SHERM also 
reserves the right to advertise the publication of any article through various mediums. 


By transferring exclusive licensing rights to SHERM, authors agree to the following stipulations: 


e Authors cannot republish their article (either in English or in another language) with a 
different academic journal (without express consent from SHERM). 


e Authors who repost their article online must incorporate a citation that indicates 
SHERM as the publisher of the content (including a link to the original article on the 
SHERM website, as well as the volume and issue number). 


e Authors who wish to use portions of the article for other publications or work must cite 
the original SHERM publication. 


e SHERM is granted authorization to impose copyright infringements laws, as well as 
combat instances of plagiarism against third parties on behalf of the author(s). 


No part of this journal or issue may be used, copied, or reproduced in any manner without written permission 
from the editors except in the case of brief quotations embodied in critical articles, reviews, and other 
scholarly publications. In accordance with the “fair use” agreement of Title 17 U.S.C. Section 107 of the US 
Copyright Act, the following permissions are granted for the express purposes of teaching, research, and 
scholarship: Reproduction—authors and readers can make multiple copies of individual articles without 
profit. Distribution—authors and readers can distribute and publicly display individual articles without 
profit. Opinions and conclusions expressed in SHERM are those of the individual article authors and do not 
necessarily reflect those of the Editorial Advisory Board, the FaithX Project, or other affiliated partners. For 
questions or permissions, contact the SHERM editorial staff: shermeditor@gmail.com. 


TABLE OF CONTENTS 


VOL. 4, No. 2 
WINTER 2022 
SPECIAL ISSUE 


COUNTER APOLOGETICS 


The Evidence-Based Analysis of English Texts 
Written on Jesus’ Resurrection 
Michael J. Alter 


SHERM 4/2 (2022): 1-119 


Evidence-Based Analysis of English Texts 
Written on Jesus’ Resurrection 


Michael J. Alter, 
Independent Researcher 


Abstract: Since 2004, Gary Habermas has referenced his resurrection bibliography. 
Frequently, Habermas and Christian apologists assert that the scholarly consensus is 
that writers support the resurrection: a solid majority (about 75%) of scholars who 
have published books or articles on Jesus’ resurrection accept the historicity of the 
empty tomb. However, Habermas has not presented supporting evidence for the past 
twenty years. This article collects and presents factual data and information about the 
authors of nonjuvenile, English-language texts, at least forty-eight pages written during 
the past 500 years on Jesus’ resurrection. Significant categories of data investigated 
include (1) degree(s) earned and level of education, (2) occupation and interests, and 
(3) religion or denomination. Approximately 775 books (including six double-counted 
debates) were surveyed, with 713 pros and 62 contras. Pro authors were 610 and forty- 
six contras. The data substantiates and expands the earlier report by Alter and Slade. 
This article provides evidence that a remarkably high proportion of the English- 
language books written about Jesus’ resurrection were by members of the clergy or 
people linked to seminaries and those having a professional and personal interest in 
the subject matter. 


Keywords: Resurrection, Gary R. Habermas, Minimal Facts, Historical Jesus, Apologetics 


Introduction 


n the past five centuries, over 700 English texts (non-juvenile), at least 
forty-eight pages, have been published about the resurrection of Jesus. 
Frequently, Christian apologists, commentators, and theologians present a 
common reframe that the scholarly consensus is that writers support the 
resurrection. Most notably, Gary R. Habermas claimed that a solid majority 
(about 75%) of scholars who have published books or articles on Jesus’ 
resurrection accept the historicity of the empty tomb.' They cite a landmark 
2005 article by Habermas as their evidentiary proof. In addition, afterward, 
Christian apologists, commentators, and theologians note a jointly published 


' Habermas, “Resurrection from 1975 to the Present,” 135-53. 
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text by Habermas and Michael Licona: The Case for the Resurrection of Jesus.” 
In 2010, resurrection scholar Michael R. Licona published the highly 
acclaimed, modified version of his Ph.D. dissertation, The Resurrection of 
Jesus: A New Historiographical Approach. In Licona’s introduction, he wrote, 
“Habermas has compiled a massive bibliography consisting of approximately 
3,400 scholarly journal articles and books.”? Two years later, Habermas 
published a widely influential article, particularly its allusion to a bibliography 
of 3400 sources.’ Citations that mention Habermas’s 3,400 references have 
appeared in various texts, journals, online articles, and podcasts.° Textual 
references include the works of Andrew Ter Erm Loke, Brian K. Morley, 
William A. Dembski and Michael R. Licona, Benjamin C. Shaw, and Robert B. 
Stewart.° 

Surprisingly, an article by Michael Alter and Darren Slade reveals that 
if readers examine the authors who have published books in English on the topic 
of Jesus’ resurrection, the seventy-five percent figure is, if anything, an 
underestimate.’ Therefore, at first sight, this finding may seem to support the 
Christian apologist’s claim of a solid scholarly consensus in favor of the empty 
tomb and Jesus’ resurrection. 

In 2021, Alter and Slade co-published “Dataset Analysis of English 
Texts Written on the Topic of Jesus’ Resurrection: A Statistical Critique of 
Minimal Facts Apologetics.” They confirmed, digging deeper; however, a 
different picture emerged. Their article “reveals that a remarkably high 
proportion of the English-language books written about Jesus’ resurrection 
were by members of the clergy or people linked to seminaries. The data means 
any so-called scholarly consensus on the subject of Jesus’ resurrection is wildly 
inflated due to a biased sample of authors who have a professional and personal 
interest in the subject matter.”* Moreover, the data confirmed that “Pro- 
Resurrection authors outnumber Contra-Resurrection authors by a factor of 


> Habermas and Michael Licona, The Case for the Resurrection of Jesus, 70 

3 Licona, The Resurrection of Jesus, 19. 

4 Habermas, “The Minimal Facts Approach to the Resurrection of Jesus,” 18. 

> Readers must note that Habermas’s forthcoming text expands his working 
bibliography to about 4,500. 

® See Loke, Investigating the Resurrection of Jesus Christ, 1; Morley, Mapping 
Apologetics, 339n30; Dembski and Licona, eds., Evidence for God, 177; Shaw, “Philosophy of 
History, Historical Jesus Studies, and Miracles,” 61-80; and Stewart, “On Habermas’s Minimal 
Facts Argument,” 1—14. In contrast, Michael J. Alter’s forthcoming text, The Resurrection and 
Its Apologetics Vol. I strongly challenges the Minimal Facts approach to Jesus’ resurrection. 

7 Alter and Slade, “Dataset Analysis,” 367. 

8 Alter and Slade, “Dataset Analysis,” 368. 


Socio-Historical Examination of Religion and Ministry 
Vol. 4, No. 2 © Winter 2022 


about twelve-to-one. (Italics added for emphasis) However, their article did not 
provide evidentiary proof substantiating its findings. 

In other words, most books on the resurrection are by committed 
Christians. “We may legitimately presume that most of them already accepted 
the historicity of Jesus’ resurrection long before they became scholars.” Indeed, 
apologist Gregory Koukl admits that most apologists first came to faith through 
personal experiences, not evidence.'° 

Frequently and sensibly, detractors and skeptics criticize Habermas 
because, during the past twenty years or so, he does not provide data supporting 
his claims. Alter’s future text, The Resurrection and Its Apologetics Volume 2, 
devotes a section on that topic disputing the claim. A notable critic voicing 
equal concern is Richard Carrier.'' Noteworthy, they and others seek to know 
who these people are who have written about the resurrection. More precisely, 
several questions include missing minimal facts about the authors: (1) level of 
education and degree of expertise (profession or layperson), (2) experience and 
professional service, and (3) religion or denomination. 

Alter, in 2020 published, 4 Thematic Access Oriented Bibliography on 
the Resurrection of Jesus’s Resurrection. That essential reference text 
organized more than 7,000 English sources into twelve main categories and 
subcategories, designed to help researchers find the most relevant literature 
quickly and efficiently. Returning to Alter and Slade, their abstract reads: 


This article collects and examines data relating to the authors of English- 
language texts written and published during the past 500 years on the 
subject of Jesus’ resurrection and then compares this data to Gary R. 
Habermas’ 2005 and 2012 publication on the subject. To date, there has 
been no such inquiry. This present article identifies 735 texts spanning five 
centuries (from approximately 1500 to 2020). The data reveals 680 Pro- 
Resurrection books by 601 authors (204 by ministers, 146 by priests, 249 


° This is, in fact, the case with apologist Gary Habermas, who regularly shares stories 
with his students about being a committed Christian in his youth long before obtaining a college 
degree. As fellow apologist John Frame once observed, “Habermas in the end presupposes a 
Christian view of evidence and probability” (Frame, “A Presuppositionalist’s Response,’ 137). 
Quote from Alter and Slade, “Dataset Analysis,” 368 n2. 

'0 Koukl, Tactics, 55. Tony Campolo also confesses, “My apologetic, I explained, was 
determined by an a priori commitment. I believed first, then constructed arguments to support 
what I believed....In the end, isn’t what we believe more highly contingent upon decisions we 
make rather than on empirical evidence?” (McLaren and Campolo, Adventures in Missing the 
Point, 108). 

"! Carrier, “Innumeracy: A Fault to Fix.” 
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by people associated with seminaries, 70 by laypersons, and 22 by women). 
This article also reveals that a remarkably high proportion of the English- 
language books written about Jesus’ resurrection were by members of the 
clergy or people linked to seminaries, which means any so-called scholarly 
consensus on the subject of Jesus’ resurrection is wildly inflated due to a 
biased sample of authors who have a professional and personal interest in 
the subject matter. Pro-Resurrection authors outnumber Contra- 
Resurrection authors by a factor of about twelve-to-one. In contrast, the 55 
Contra-Resurrection books, representing 7.48% of the total 735 books, 
were by 42 authors (28 having no relevant degrees at the time of 
publication). The 42 contra authors represent only 6.99% of all authors 
writing on the subject.'” 


Although the Alter-Slade article presented first-time data about the 
authors of 735 English texts on the resurrection, it lacked crucial information 
that researchers require. Like Habermas, it did not present supporting 
information about the 601 pro-resurrection and 42 con-resurrection authors. 
Those deficiencies require acknowledging and engaging. For example, in the 
abstract, they write that of the 680 Pro-Resurrection books by 601 authors, 204 
were written by ministers, 146 by priests, and 249 by people associated with 
seminaries. '° 

Importantly, this article provides information about the authors’ 
credibility and potential biases from both sides of the religious aisle, exposing 
the likelihood of a confirmation bias among credentialed true believers who 
conclude something they already believed: God raised Jesus from the dead."4 
This article engages and interacts with Habermas’s claims and the deficiencies 
in the Alter-Slade article. Furthermore, it provides missing facts demanded by 
biblical scholars, detractors, and skeptics. 


Aim of This Article 


This article aims to collect and present factual data and information about the 
authors of English-language texts written and published during the past 500 
years on Jesus’ resurrection. Categories of data investigated include (1) 
degree(s) and level of education, (2) experience and occupation, (3) and religion 


'2 Alter and Slade, “Dataset Analysis,” 367. 

'3 Alter and Slade, “Dataset Analysis,” 367. 

'4 Habermas discusses this topic in his forthcoming text (chapter 1, pages 15-27, “A 
Concept of History.”) 
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or denomination. The text must be English, nonjuvenile, and at least forty-eight 
pages.'° 

This article employs several variables. They are visible in the seven- 
column spreadsheet seen in Table 1, 3, and 4. 


1. The text number (first number) and author or editor book number (seen 

in parenthesis).'° 

Author or editor’s name. 

Name of the text.'” 

The year the text was published. 

Identification of (a) the degree(s) earned by the author, (b) the specific 

discipline(s) that the degree(s) related to (e.g., apologetics, history, 

ministry, philosophy, religious studies, theology), (c) the institution 
obtained from, and (d) whether the author was a layperson.'* 

6. A brief overview of the author’s (a) nationality, (b) occupation (e.g., 
bishop, evangelist, minister, priest, professor), (c) experience, 
professional service, and (d) interest are visible to inspect. 

7. The author’s denomination or religion. (see Table 1) 


wAPwhd 


Table 1: Sample Spreadsheet Heading 


( Poue, # an Text Year Degree(s) Occupation | Religion 
147 (133) Craig, Jesus’ 2000 Ph.D. in Professor of | Christian 
William Resurrection: philosophy; Philosophy 
Lane, and Fact or Ph.D. in at Talbot 
Gerd Figment? theology School of 
Liidemann. Theology 


'S Readers must be mindful that the number of pages in a published text is misleading. 
Publishers employ varying fonts, the gutter (The gutter of a book is the blank space where the left 
and right pages meet), and the top and bottom margins (Margins are the blank spaces found 
between the content and the edge of the page.), and the size of the text (e.g.,8 X 11,8 X 12,5 X 
8, 6 X 9). 

'6 Craig’s first identified text is the 147th text in Table 3 and he is the 133rd author. 

'7 The texts are listed chronologically from current to oldest. 

'8 Frequently, when information was lacking, column 5 provides only a general 
description or listing about where the author obtained an __ education 
(Seminary/College/University). 
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Review of the Literature 


A Southeastern Theological Review (Summer 2012) journal issue devoted 
extensive pages to Jesus’ resurrection. In one article, “The Minimal Facts 
Approach to the Resurrection of Jesus,’ Habermas further clarified and 
illuminated the nature of his research. 


From the outset of my studies, I argued that there were at least two major 
prerequisites for an occurrence to be designated as a Minimal Fact. Each 
event had to be established by more than adequate scholarly evidence, and 
usually by several  ccritically-ascertained, independent lines of 
argumentation. Additionally, the vast majority of contemporary scholars in 
relevant fields had to acknowledge the historicity of the occurrence (italics 
added). Of the two criteria, I have always held that the first is by far the 
most crucial, especially since this initial requirement is the one that actually 
establishes the historicity of the event. Besides, the acclamation of scholarly 
opinion may be mistaken or it could change.... 


Habermas elaborates about an important phrase: “the vast majority.” 
Synonymously, the phrase “virtually all scholars” appears in the literature, 
interviews, and podcasts. Notably, he writes, “At least when referencing the 
most important historical occurrences, I frequently think in terms of a ninety- 
something percentile head-count (italics added).”” Habermas explains why this 
information is crucial: “No doubt, this is one of the reasons why the concept has 
gained some attention.” 

Next, he describes his catalog stating “My bibliography is presently at 
about 3400 sources and counting, published originally in French, German, or 
English.” The bibliography includes 


1. Skeptical to liberal to conservative spectrum 
. Well-known and obscure writers 
3. Authors who did not have specialized scholarly credentials or peer- 
reviewed publications 


Habermas estimates that “The result of all these years of study is a 
private manuscript of more than 600 pages.” Afterward, he candidly 
acknowledges “Most of this material is unpublished, though I have released 
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some of the results in essays that specifically attempt to provide overviews of 
some of these current academic positions.!” 

The reader will note that Habermas listed two criteria for designating 
an event relating to Jesus’ death and resurrection as a minimal fact: (1) the event 
is well-evidenced (usually for several reasons), and (2) the event is generally 
believed to have occurred by at least 90% of “critical scholars.” This article, 
similar to Alter and Slade, will take no issue with Habermas’s first criterion, 
only with his second. Briefly stated Habermas’s research fails to satisfy his 
second criterion. Further, the standard itself needs to be modified to distinguish 
between a scholar’s pre-conceived beliefs about Jesus and their subsequent 
opinions from academic research.”° Moreover, it requires inquiring, ““Where’s 
the beef?” 


Lack of Details about Scholars 


There are numerous unanswered questions about Habermas’s list of scholars 
who accept the empty tomb. Habermas needs to provide his readers with 
substantive details about these scholars. The following questions about his 
claims require answers: 


e What is Habermas’s definition of a “critical scholar” or a “scholar”? He 
does not define or elaborate on the difference between these terms. 

e = Which and how many of these writers are scholars? 

e Which and how many of these scholars are, respectively, from German, 
French, or English-speaking nations or elsewhere? 

e Which and how many of these scholars are Christians, Evangelical 
Christians, Christian apologists, Jewish, Muslims, agnostics, or 
atheists? 

e Which and how many of these writers were New Testament scholars, 
historians, philosophers, rabbis, imams, or laypeople? 


'9 Habermas, “The Minimal Facts Approach to the Resurrection of Jesus,” 16-18. 

20 Slade a former doctoral student of Habermas, in the Alter-Slade article, provides 
insight. He says, “Habermas himself has stated that being criticized for his obstinate ideological 
dogmatism is simply part of the persecution that all true Christians should expect. When 
confronted with the notion that the ‘minimal facts’ tactic can only compile data and that it is his 
religious ideology interpreting the data in favor of Christianity, Habermas agreed. He simply 
concluded that everyone engages in a confirmation bias (Habermas, “APOL 900,” May 26, 2016). 
See Alter and Slade, “Data Set Analysis,” 372n9. 
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e = Which and how many of these scholars are qualified experts in relevant 
fields such as biblical studies or ancient history? 

e Which and how many of these scholars signed letters promising they 
would not reject various tenets of their faith? 

e Which and how many scholars are ministers, pastors, priests, vicars, 
seminary instructors, Christian apologists, or missionaries? 

e Which and how many of these works are scholarly publications and 
peer-reviewed? 


Investigative Obstacles, 
Presuppositions, and Methodology 


Alter reexamined approximately 700 sources in subcategories 1 and 2.”! 
Reexamination aimed to determine texts for removal from Alter’s original lists. 
Added to the original lists were newly published texts, forthcoming 
publications, and discovered older sources. 


Investigative Obstacles 


Readers are reminded from the Alter-Slade article that an exhaustive list of all 
texts ever written about Jesus’ resurrection would consist of sources written in 
all languages, in all locales, and at any time since the birth of Christianity. 
However, due to time constraints, geography, accessibility, and limited research 
resources, an alternative was required to narrow the search. Consequently, this 
investigation only incorporates a nearly complete dataset of nonjuvenile 
English-language texts, at least forty-eight pages, arranged in Pro-Resurrection 
(Table 3) and Contra-Resurrection (Table 4). These texts, in turn, are sorted into 
seven columns. 

Another obstacle was whether to single-count texts that consist of 
debates (whether to list the book exclusively by the first name of the debater 
appearing in the text and that person’s category: pro or contra.). Six books were 
debates. An alternative approach was adopted. It incorporates listing both 
debaters in their respective pro or contra position. Consequently, the total 
number of texts lacks exactitude. 


21 Alter, A Thematic Access Oriented Bibliography. 
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Organization 


This article focuses on several variables for presentation to answer the crucial 
question: “Where’s the beef?”: 


(1) Author’s name; 

(2) Year of the published work(s); 

(3) Identification of (a) the degree(s) earned by the author, (b) the specific 
discipline(s) that the degree(s) related to (e.g., apologetics, history, 
ministry, philosophy), (c) the institution obtained from, and (d) whether 
the author was a layperson or a scholar; 

(4) A brief overview of the author’s (a) nationality, (b) religion, and (c) 
occupation (e.g., bishop, evangelist, minister, priest, professor), and 

(5) The author’s denomination or religion. 


This information was primarily, although not exclusively, gathered 
through eight sources: (1) the book(s) written by the author; (2) the publisher; 
(3) the author’s curriculum vitae; (4) published biographies; (5) encyclopedias; 
(6) the Library of Congress Name Authority File (NAF); (7) LinkedIn; and (8) 
obituary notices. 


Inclusions and Exclusions 


This study is limited to non-juvenile texts (at least forty-eight pages) written 
exclusively in English and penned primarily within the past five centuries.” It 


>? The search was limited deliberately to the English language for five major reasons. 
First, from Alter’s 2021 text, a healthy amount of data from approximately 700 texts was easily 
accessible. In contrast, Habermas’s total of 3,400 sources included journal articles. His 
forthcoming text (On the Resurrection: Evidences, p. 2) says resurrection bibliography “currently 
standing at some 4,500 sources.” Second, Habermas has never provided data detailing precisely 
how many texts (not articles) he analyzed were exclusively English, meaning the number of non- 
English texts may not have been statistically significant. Third, it is noteworthy that Habermas 
said, “By far, the majority of publications on the subject of Jesus’ death and resurrection have 
been written by North American authors”; thus, presumably in the English language. Of note, 
thirty-two pro and only four con books in Alter’s bibliography were English translations from 
other languages. Fourth, if this study incorporated non-English texts, there would be the question 
of which languages would be subject to exclusion and for what reason. Significantly, including 
only French and German titles (as Habermas does) while excluding Arabic would skew the data 
since Islam rejects the historicity of Jesus’ crucifixion. Moreover, it is noteworthy that Habermas 
excludes other languages like Korean, Chinese, and Spanish. How can he claim that “most 
scholars” agree on a minimal fact if “most” scholars are actually excluded from his list? Five, 
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excludes texts about the Christ Myth (Jesus never existed). It also excludes 
resurrection texts that focus on the spiritual and theological meaning of the 
presumed events. One additional limitation was incomplete information about 
several authors.”* 

This article divides the data findings into two main categories: Pro 
(Table 3) and Contra (Table 4). The purpose of this division is to facilitate the 
examination of the data. However, the existence of more nuanced groupings is 
acknowledged. 

Alter and Slade, and this article also examines the religious 
denomination and clerical status. These variables continued to present 
numerous obstacles to arriving at an accurate tabulation. For example: 


1. Several authors changed their denominational affiliation, while overall 
categorization was difficult, if not impossible, for others. 

2. Some members of the clergy employed various terms for their 
occupation. Often, this fact made it impossible to determine their 
denomination accurately. 


Who Counts as a Scholar? 
To be categorized as a “scholar” in the field, at least two obvious problems exist. 


1. What is the definition of a critical scholar? 
2. What are the relevant credentials for qualifications? 


What is Habermas’s definition of a critical scholar or a scholar? He does not 
define or elaborate on the difference between these terms. In 2017, one reader 
asked Bart Ehrman, can biblical scholars be historians? He responded, “I would 
say that most biblical scholars in fact are not historians. But some are. It depends 
on what their interests and expertise are.””* Habermas, in his forthcoming texts 
partially lends credence to Ehrman’s opinion, “If a scholar has an accredited 


although limited to the English language, this data is not of limited value because it exposes 
serious defects in Habermas’s apologetic methodology. Of course, the implications of this study 
should be subject to further investigation. Specifically, future research should build on this paper 
and investigate findings in non-English language texts, as well as journal articles. Collectively, 
they would present researchers with deeper insight into the writers of texts on this critical topic. 

3 Readers must be cognizant of the subjectivity about categorizing, including, and 
excluding resurrection texts. 

24 Ehrman, “Can Biblical Scholars Be Historians?” 


10 
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terminal degree in the area being discussed, that would most likely qualify 
them.’””* 

Tim McGrew, Ph.D., Philosophy, Professor and Chairman of the 
Department of Philosophy at Western Michigan University, and Christian 
apologist says: 


An advanced degree is indirect evidence that you know what you are talking 
about. It is useful as far as it goes. But indirect evidence must give way in 
the presence of direct evidence. Show me that you know what you are 
talking about, and I don’t care whether you have the degree. Show me that 
you *don’t* know what you are talking about, and I don’t care whether you 
have the degree.”° 


An example is Lydia McGrew, Tim’s wife. She describes herself: “I am a wife, 
mother, emeritus home schooler and scholar ... As a scholar, I’m an analytic 
philosopher with a fairly hefty publication record in such areas as testimony, 
independence, probability theory, etc. More recently my work has extended to 
New Testament studies.””’ Presumably, credentialed detractors might claim she 
is unqualified to write in apologetics, philosophy, or theology. Lydia McGrew 
has one of the sharpest minds in these disciplines and can probably dance circles 
around those touted credentialed with a Ph.D. It is best to examine her literary 
output. It speaks for itself. 

Several examples of writers of texts, chapters in texts, journal articles, 
and blog posts illuminate this point. 


1. Richard Swinburne earned a Ph.D. in Philosophy from Oxford. 

2. Lee Strobel is the former award-winning legal editor of The 
Chicago Tribune and an honorary doctorate recipient. 

3. Matthew McGrew earned a Ph.D. in Philosophy from Vanderbilt 
University. 

4. Pamela Binnings Ewen eared a Juris Doctor in Law. 

James Patrick Holding earned an M.A. in Library Science. 


dl 


25 Habermas, On the Resurrection, 3. 

26 Tim McGrew is quoted in this Facebook status from Lydia McGrew on June 25th 
202 1.https://www.facebook.com/lydiamcgrewauthor/posts/pfbid02Rh2Eu37V4M WjvH6cu6aB 
VXTavFkVcSqZbsmaNEWQqM 1FknyPPV5PunCAhkzcyUCFI. Source, Evan Minton, “The 
Concept of the Credentialed Layman.” 

°7 McGrew, “About Me,” 
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6. Gilbert R. Lavoie earned an M.D. in Internal Medicine and 
Occupational Medicine. 

7. James Warner Wallace was a former Homicide Detective. 

8. Greg Laurie does not have any formal seminary training. 


Readers must diligently examine the authors’ credentials provided in 
Table 3 and Table 4. At first appearance, a significant number, from those on 
both sides of the religious aisle, appear to possess credentials. Are these writers 
qualified to write a text, chapter in a text, or journal article about the 
resurrection? 

A Doctor of Divinity (D. Div.) is an honorary degree conferred upon 
select professionals who have demonstrated an outstanding commitment to 
ministry and theology. In other words, a doctorate in divinity differs from a 
degree one receives after taking a course of college classes and completing a 
dissertation. In contrast, some writers have a D.D. or Ph.D. in religion and 
theology attached to their names. Wikipedia cites an example: 


Billy Graham, who received honorary Doctor of Divinity degrees from The 
King’s College and the University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill was 
regularly addressed as “Dr. Graham”, though his highest earned degree was 
a Bachelor of Arts degree in anthropology from Wheaton College.”* 


Detractors may, in humorous sarcasm, remind readers that the three 
letters of Ph.D. are an acronym: 


Permanent head damage 

Piled higher and deeper 

Push here for dummies 

Please hide dangerous 
Probability hypothesis density 


she een 


The crucial question is whether the D.D. (Doctor of Divinity) or Ph.D. qualifies 
writers to write a text about the resurrection. The reader must be the final judge. 

Research by Alter (2020) and this article confirmed that several authors 
had a “doctorate,” but the degree was an honorary title. Examples of non-degree 
authors include Horace M. Du Bose, Curtis Hutson, Greg Laurie, A.A. 
Lipscomb, Lee Strobel, and Warren Wiersbe. These writers are in good 


?8 Wikipedia, “Doctor of Divinity.” 
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company. For example, Lewis Sperry Chafer, founder and president of Dallas 
Theological Seminary and the author of his eight-volume Systematic Theology, 
only received three honorary degrees, one that he gave himself. Similarly, Joel 
Osteen, a celebrity American lay preacher, televangelist, and prominent figure 
associated with prosperity theology, did not receive a degree from a divinity 
school. Nevertheless, he has millions of followers and readers. 


One realistic response is that the degree earned is irrelevant. What 


matters is whether the book is: 


— 


Nm 


Truthful. 

Factual (i.e., it presents facts, not “alternative facts”). 

It cites “substantial” peer-reviewed evidence supporting its findings 
and interpretations. 

Engages and interacts with ideas, pros, and cons about the resurrection. 
Presents a broad scope about the resurrection (discussing numerous 
topics, authors, agendas, dating, apologetics, controversial issues, and 
current discussion.). 

Depth of insight and knowledge. 

Can withstand critical analysis. 

Frankly admits when it is presenting an argument from silence. 


Data 


Before, Alter and Slade provided a detailed analysis of English texts about the 
resurrection.”” A reduced summary of this (Alter’s) article follows. Note that 
categories overlap. They do not add up to the total. (see Table 2) 


Pe 


Number of Pro-Resurrection Books 
Number of Pro-Resurrection Authors 
Number of Contra-Resurrection Books 
Number of Contra-Resurrection Authors 
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Table 2: Total Number of Books and Authors 


Number of 713 
Pro-Resurrection Books 
Number of 610 
Pro-Resurrection Authors 
Number of 62 
Contra-Resurrection Books” 
Number of 46 
Contra-Resurrection Authors 
Total number of texts 713 + 62=7757! 
Total number of authors and editors 610 + 46 = 656 


Table 3: Pro-Resurrection Authors and Texts 


Bok Author 
(Author) Text Year Degree(s) Occupation Religion 
x Name 
2 : 
= A Critical y 2 
141) & Examination of the 1882 None a & 
7 Question ps = 
a 5 
> Om 
a B25 = 
2(2) g The Reality of the ae Ph.D. a Ss 
Dn Resurrection x g 2 g 
oO n B 
Ss SB 3g Ba 
5 aa 
a 
= Lifted: Studied = > 
3 (3) a Experiencing the 2012 theology = 
y Resurrection Life g 8 
5 


3° Total does not include advocates of the Christ Myth. Readers are reminded that a 
degree of subjectivity is involved in identifying and categorizing respective authors and texts. 
3! Note that six texts were double counted because they were debates. 
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Conclusion 


Actress Clara Pelle asked the famous question, “Where’s the beef?” In 
theology, the question that requires answering is where is the beef supporting 
Habermas’s claims? It requires remembering that Gary Habermas’s 
publications report that he has identified roughly 3,400 resurrection sources. 
Moreover, he elaborated that they were (1) published from 1975 to 2010; (2) 
books and journal articles; and (3) in English, French, and German. His research 
found that a 3:1 ratio (75%) of scholars accepted the empty tomb, and an even 
higher percentage endorsed other minimal facts about the resurrection. Looking 
at the data another way, Habermas is saying that at least 25 percent of authors 
or scholars reject the empty tomb as a fact. In contrast, research by Alter differs 
from that of Habermas in several ways. His investigation incorporated (1) 
exclusively nonjuvenile English-language materials; (2) texts at least forty- 
eight pages; and (3) books written in the past five centuries. 

This investigation analyzed approximately 775 texts (including six 
double-counted debates), with 713 pros and 62 contras. Pro authors were 610 
and forty-six contras. The data substantiates and expands the earlier report by 
Alter and Slade. This article provides evidence that a remarkably high 
proportion of the English-language books written about Jesus’ resurrection 
were by members of the clergy or people linked to seminaries and those having 
a professional and personal interest in the subject matter. 

Material from the Alter and Slade article bears repeating: 


A remarkably high proportion of the books written about Jesus’ resurrection 
were by members of the clergy or people linked to seminaries, which means 
any so-called scholarly consensus on the subject of Jesus’ resurrection is 
wildly inflated due to a biased sample of authors who have a professional 
and personal interest in the subject matter. No doubt that the same holds 
true for journal article publications, as well. Pro-Resurrection authors 
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outnumber Contra-Resurrection authors by a factor of about twelve-to-one. 
(Italics for emphasis) 


This investigation substantiates assertions that Christians of various 
denominations write the vast majority of texts published on Jesus’ 
resurrection. This review determined that virtually all of the Pro- 
Resurrection Christian authors are, in fact, “true believers” with pre-critical 
and occupational biases in favor of orthodox Christian dogma. A literature 
review of the source confirms that many of the authors are apologists, 
evangelists, ministers, priests, or administrators and professors in 
theological seminaries and universities. Consequently, the vast majority 
likely have a vested interest in the outcome of their research, something 
Habermas himself warns against. 

By now, the flaw in the second criterion listed in Habermas’s 2005 and 
2012 articles should be apparent to the reader. Habermas’s numbers merely 
expose the likelihood of a confirmation bias among credentialed “true 
believers” who conclude something that they already believed to begin 
with: Jesus raised from the dead. The data that Habermas has amassed is 
not proportionately pulled from all relevant subclasses of critical 
scholarship and is, therefore, unrepresentative of the actual historio- 
theological landscape. The data Habermas has gathered is not only tainted 
by virtue of his own professional biases (data gathered by advocacy groups 
like Christian apologetic institutions. 


The data in this article provides evidentiary proof that most authors of 
pro-resurrection texts have a vested interest in the outcome. Returning to Alter 
and Slade, 


That said, this article does not wish to assert that a Christian scholar cannot 
write an objective and critical text on the topic of Jesus’ resurrection. 
Indeed, a literature review found that several detractors were once 
Christians, and some were former “believers” who later deconverted. 
Conversely, a review of the literature shows that some non-Christians and 
marginal Christians alike have converted or become stronger believers 
(“more mature in their faith”) in Christianity after a deeper inquiry into the 
subject.** 


33 Alter and Slade, “Dataset Analysis,” 385. 
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Clara Pelle was correct to inquire angrily, ““Where’s the beef?” Biblical 
scholars, theologians, and detractors are equally spot-on when they indigently 
ask Habermas to provide his evidence. For almost twenty years, they have made 
requests to examine the data. This article provides beef and kosher at that. 
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